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Claims 
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1. Reference is made to the following document: 
Dl: EP 12 628 54 



2. The document Dl, which is regarded as the prior art 
closest to the subject matter of claim 1, describes (the 
references between parentheses apply to this document) : 



Control handle (1) for a public works vehicle, comprising 
a core (2a, 2b) having an inner cavity (between 2a and 
2b), on which are mounted control elements (18) that 
include buttons and/or sliding members (3a, 3b) designed 
to be actuated by an operator in order to enable the 
different functions of the vehicle to be controlled. 



The subject matter of claim 1 differs from the above in 
that : 

the core is covered over at least part of its surface by 
an envelope consisting of a layer of at least one 
heat-curable polymer foam cast at low pressure . 

3. The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore novel 
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Article 33 (2) ) . 



4 . The problem that the present invention is intended 
to solve can thus be considered to be that of producing a 
control handle of specific shape that is impervious to 
water infiltration. 

The solution to this problem, as proposed in claim 1 of 
the present application, is considered to involve an 
inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)), for the following 
reasons: the use of a heat-curable polymer foam to 
guarantee the leakt ightness of a control handle on the 
one hand, the polymer of which is cast at low pressure, 
and on the other hand a manufacturing process that has no 
need of costly moulds since they are not subject to high 
pressure is not disclosed in the prior art nor rendered 
obvious . 

5. Claims 2-9 are dependent on claim 1 and thus also 
comply, as such, with the requirements of novelty and 
inventive step of the PCT. 
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